
November 2010                   CAMPSFIELD MONITOR
with his family here, but now he is alone in the 
mortuary. You wanted so much to get rid of Jimmy 
on that  Tuesday that  any means  for  you  would 
justify the ends. That’s why he ended up dead.’
    He then went on to question why Jimmy’s body 
was  still  being  held  by the  authorities.  ‘We are 
amazed and surprised that one month later, Jimmy 
is  still  in  the  UK.  Does  it  mean  that  you  have 
finally granted him asylum?’
    Jimmy had five children with his wife Makanda 
Kambena  and  lived  in  Ilford,  Essex.  Their 
youngest child was just  seven months old.  ‘We 
cannot understand that why after  living here for 
16 years you could not allow him his divine right 
to live with his family?’

    
MP  Jeremy  Corbyn  also  addressed  the 
demonstration at  the doors  of  the  Home Office. 
He  pointed  out  the  links  ‘between  newspaper 
attacks on the right to asylum, the rise in racist 
attacks and the growth of the BNP.’
    Then, surrounded by their supporters, Makanda 
and Jeremy Corbyn handed in  a  letter  to  Home 
Office official David Cheesman who refused the 
family access to the Home Office building as they 
hadn’t  made  an  appointment.  The  letter 
demanded an inquiry into the death of Jimmy 
and more broadly, into the practice of forced 
removals and deportations from the UK. The 
letter  also  requested  that  Jimmy’s  family  be 
granted  leave  to  remain  in  the  UK,  so  they 
might participate in the inquiry.
    Jimmy’s death has been described as ‘extremely 
regrettable’  by  Baroness  Neville-Jones,  the 
Security Minister.

    Since Jimmy’s deaths the three security men 
have  been  arrested  and  are  currently  on  police 
bail. The contract for forcible removals has been 
awarded to a different company, Reliance Security 
Task Management.

   
 A  security  personnel  blog  site  reveals  that 
Reliance probably won the contract from UKBA 
by virtue of bidding a lower price, and that G4S 
staff involved in forcible removals were likely to 
apply to  Reliance stressing  their  experience and 
expertise  in  this  area.  One  poster  said  ‘G4S  to 
Reliance? Out of the frying pan...’
    It is the practice of forcible deportations that 
needs examining, not just the perpetrators. 
    Photos: Marcin Gulbicki; JCWI; Bill MacKeith

17 years ago:
25  November  1993: two  minibuses  bring 
the  first  detainees  from  Harmondsworth, 
Heathrow,  to  Campsfield.  Over  20,000 
innocent people, refugees and undocumented 
migrants,  have  been  imprisoned  in 
Campsfield for anything from a day or two 
to  months,  even  years,  without  being 
charged  with  any  crime,  without  judicial 
oversight  or  proper  reason  given,  and 
without time limit. 
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Campsfield diary
November  2009 
100 people on 16th anniversary demo
December 
Council  of Europe Committee for  Prevention of 
Torture  report  on  visit  to  Harmondsworth: 
increase in number of people being detained, long 
detention  causes  mental  health  problems.  No 
reference to  Barbed Wire Britain  submission on 
detention as torture.
Cornmarket  Street  stall  on  18  December, 
International Migrants Day
February 2010
Unison  Oxon  Health  Branch  submitted  lengthy 
motion on migrants’ rights and ending detention to 
the union’s annual conference.
13th:  street stall in support of Yarl’s Wood hunger 
strikers.
Bail Observation Project training day, and start of 
visits to bail hearings in 4 centres over 6 months.
March
A Campsfild detainee attempted suicide, moved to 
JR  hospital,  back  to  Campsfield  and  on  to 
Colnbrook all in 48 hours.
Demo  outside  Serco  offices  in  Culham Science 
Park south of Oxford. 100 ‘Evict Serco – the race 
prison empire in your midst’ leaflets distributed.
Material supplied for Town Hall exhibition.
April
Cameroonian detainee held in 4 centres deported 
despite having a judicial review outstanding and 
despite complaint registered with the police about 
being  beaten  up  by  members  of  the  7-strong 
‘escort’ on a failed  previous deportation attempt.
A very ill detainee, 40-year-old Kenyan Eliud 
Nyenze, died in Oakington despite begging for 
drugs and treatment; a big protest ensued.
Sherrif   Al-Gazzaz,  one of four Harmondsworth 
detainees  cleared  of  arson  after  the  December 
2006  protest,  avoided  deportation  after  a  judge 
granted  judicial  review.  Defence  Campaign 
members leafleted passengers at Gatwick.
May
Pilot  refused  to  fly  with  Cameroonian  deportee 
when he saw treatment meted out by guards; the 
man was moved to hospital,  then to Haslar,  and 
deported despite judicial review outstanding.
   Oxford  West  (covers  Campsfield)  MP Evan 
Harris (Liberal Democrat) lost seat by 176 votes 
to Nicola Blackwood (Conservative).

June
Detainees  being  given  counselling  as  they  left 
unsuccessful  video-link  bail  hearings  because 
experience so distressing.
Home Secretary said no plans to ahead at present 
with 800-place Bullingdon detention centre.
Street stall on 5 June, part of European Week of 
Actions called by Stop.Deportation.
Refugee and Migrant Justice legal services went 
bust with disastrous results for very many people.
July
A detainee in Campsfield attempted suicide.
Some Oxford  people  going  regularly  to  support 
asylum seekers stuck in Calais.
August
147 detainees went on hunger strike over abuse, 
long  detention  and mental  health  problems  (see 
statement  next  page).  Wide  media  coverage; 
detainees talking to media and issuing statements 
and in phone and email contact with campaigners. 
Several demos/vigils in support at Campsfield and 
in  town.  Nigerian  Larry  A.  given  document  by 
Campsfiled manager saying he was being moved 
to  Harmondsworth as ‘a  suspected ringleader  of 
the protest’. He was put in isolation in H.  He had 
a  visit  booked from a  campaigner  the  next  day. 
Main  strike  ended  on  9th  after  a  week;  some 
detainees  continued  to  boycott  canteen,  on 
restricted  diet of fruit and water.
First meeting with new MP Nicola Blackwood.
Since  demise  of  RMJ,  reports  of  law  firms
stepping in to take on cases but taking no action.
September
Iraqi  Kurds,  Ahmed  Hussein  Saeed  and 
Mohammed  Abdullah,  escaped,  but  both  picked 
up,  one  in  London with a  suspected  broken leg 
and deep cuts sustained in the escape. Detainees 
reported  3  escaped  and  ‘blood  on  the  wire’. 
Mr Saeed was one of those returned in April after 
Baghdad authorities refused to accept people on a 
mass deportation flight.
October
3 G4S guards arrested following death of Jimmy 
Mubenga on BA flight; G4S lost ‘escort’ contract.
November
8th:  Detention  Forum Parliamentary meeting  on 
attended by 130 including 10 MPs.
12th: Justice for Jimmy Mubenga protest, London.
13th: stall at One World fair.
Also regular campaign meetings and Campsfield  
demonstrations each month.
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2 statements by hunger strikers
 Unlawful Detention of Detainees 
2 August 2010 

Campsfield House detainees are staging a second 
day  of protest  by  refusing  meals  at  Campsfield 
immigration removal centre.  The protest  erupted 
as  a  result  of  the  treatment  of  detainees  in 
detention centres especially for people who have 
been  detained  for  a  long  period  of  time.  We 
continue  to  refuse  meals  indefinitely  for  our 
voices to be heard. It is not a violent protest, it is 
very  peaceful,  there  were  no  violent  issues 
yesterday there will be no violence today.
    Some of us detainees have been detained for 
over 3 years with no prospect of removal or any 
evidence of future release. There is no justification 
whatsoever  for  detaining  us  for  such  period  of 
time.  Our  lives  incidentally  have  been  stalled 
without any hope of living a life, having a family 
or any future. More often than not, we are been 
detained even when our family (wife and children) 
are resident in the United Kingdom , depriving us 
of having a life with our family. We the detainees 
are also humans.
    In certain cases, some of us are tortured and 
even face death or mental  distress.  On 14 April 
2010, a detainee of Kenya national Eliud Nyenze 
died  at  Oakington  IRC  due  to  negligence.  Mr. 
Nyenze, age 40, had a heart attack, requested for 
painkillers,  repeatedly and kept  crawling  around 
the floor in pain before he died. 
    Detainees  are  currently  undergoing  mental 
stress, some of us developing mental problems on 
a monthly basis. We are issued removal directions 
without given enough time for an appeal.
    It has become a habit by the UK Border Agency 
to  use  force  in  enforcing  removal  of  detainees 
who  have  a  pending  Judicial  Review  without 
given  appropriate  time  or  consideration  to  our 
case and forcing our removal before our cases are 
concluded.  In some situations,  we are not  given 
enough time to appeal against the decision which 
breaches our rights under Article 6 of the ECHR. 
Our liberty and security has been taking away.
    We  as  foreign  nationals  are  often  been 
criminalised  for  the  purpose  of  detention  and 
removal  as  the  law  under  the  European 
Convention of Human Rights does not permits the 
removal of foreigners who have established there 

lives in the United Kingdom and are not a treat to 
national security. Foreign nationals are now been 
sent to prison for 12 months custodial sentence or 
more  prompting  the  deportation  of  such 
individual.  Removals  are  enforced  on  specially 
chartered  flights  with  security  personnel  who 
abuse  and  torture  detainees  in  the  process. 
Detainees  are  restrained,  strapped,  beating  and 
forced on the aeroplane.
    On  26  July  2010,  one  of  the  detainee  at 
Campsfield attempted suicide due to the level of 
treatment received at the detention centre. 
The Amnesty International has also reported that 
our  detention  breaches  the  internationally 
recognised human rights.
    On a regular basis, we are tortured, restrained, 
strapped  like  animals  and  beating  to  effect 
removal. This cannot be lawful given that there is 
provision  within  the  ECHR  convention  that 
prohibits torture both mentally and physically.
    We painfully ask that the government, the house 
of  parliament,  the  house  of  common,  the 
parliamentarians and all concerned to rise to our 
aid and address these issues that affects not only 
our lives and our future but the lives and future of 
the thousands of our families who are constantly 
under pain and torture. We do not have a problem 
with  the  Geo  staff  take  care  of  us,  it  is 
immigration  we  have  a  problem  with.  We  just 
want our human rights to be heard.

– Detainees – Campsfield House

Unlawful Detention of Detainees 
3 August 2010

We appreciate all the effort and support we have 
received.
    Today we continue to fight for our rights, today, 
all we detainees will continue to fight for liberty 
and security which is our fundamental rights. 
It  is  unbelievable  that  a  country  so  great  that 
advocates  human  rights  and  liberty,  eradicated 
slavery still practice such inhumane treatment of 
humans with equal rights in its backyard with the 
expectation  that  the  whole  world  would  be 
unaware  of  these  treacherous  nature  adhered  by 
the institutions. 
    Today we raise our voices until liberty is ours. 
Over 140 detainees have maintained the decision 
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not to feed and sleep until our lives and the lives 
of our families are restored. 
    Until this moment, we have not been contacted 
by  the  UK  Border  Agency  or  Immigration  in 
respect  to  our  protest.  The  onsite  immigration 
have hidden away and refused to engage in any 
communication  or  dialogue.  This  is  evidently  a 
sign  of  weakness  by  UKBA and  an  acceptance 
that our cry is for a good reason.
    We read that in media that we have vending 
machines and onsite medical services. It is evident 
that  the  Immigration  is  not  in  touch  with 
fundamental issues we are facing. Our lives are at 
risk, we have no freedom or liberty, we are been 
tortured,  yet  Immigration  speaks  about  vending 
machine. These are malicious claims in an attempt 
to  deny  or  play  down  the  gravity  of  our 
determination. Can any vending machine feed 140 
people? 
    Our lives and liberty should be considered like 
the rest of the 6 billion humans in the world. Our 
families are undergoing pain, our cases should be 
reviewed  frequently,  our  detention  should  be 
justifiable, we should be given time for adequate 
judicial  proceedings,  we should  not  be  detained 
indefinitely. 
    In July 2010 Honourable Justice Silber ruled 
that the fast-track policy was "unlawful and must 
be quashed”, however, the UK Border Agency still 
indulge in the fast  track policy which is  against 
the ruling of Honourable Justice Silber.
We  put  this  question  to  all.  Can  it  ever  be 
justifiable  for  any  organisation,  institution  or 
country to  detain  any human  being  with  family 
(wife and children) for 3 years with? 
    We are also aware that there is a possibility that 
our efforts will be suppressed and not channelled 
to the appropriate body or government, however, 
we will continue to fight with everyday. 
We all would humbly request that the parliament 
and cabinet address our heartily concerns as our 
wives,  children,  and we detainees  are  all  dying, 
very slowly.
    Tonight, we would all sleep outside on the grass 
floor  and  would  refuse  to  sleep  indoors.  We 
deserve  to  be  heard  and  until  such  time,  we 
fight.                   
    In spite of all, it is our believe that people are 
good at heart and should be giving a right to life.

Our humble selves – Detainees
On behalf of all detainees

Health care to transfer from 
private contractors to NHS
According  to  a  report  to  the  Detention  Users 
Group, where NGOs meet UK BA representatives 
(no actual  users  of detention to speak of!), it has 
been confirmed that immigration removal  centre 
medical  services  are  to  be  transferred  to  the 
National  Health  Service.   A  Memorandum  of 
Understanding is being drawn up.  It is apparently 
a question of when it happens, not if.  Does this 
herald improvements? 

Bail Observation Project: 
report out early in new year
‘We aim to challenge the secrecy of proceedings and make  
the whole system open and accountable and transparently  
monitored as part of the rest of the judicial system’. 

Previous  editions  of  the  Monitor publicized 
shortcomings  of  immigration  courts,  particularly 
bail  hearings.  Now  the  Campaign  to  Close 
Campsfield  is  in  a  position  shortly to  publish  a 
report of the work of its Bail Observation Project.
    In February 2010, 25 people – many of them 
students – attended a very successful training day 
run by Steve  Symonds  of  the  Immigration  Law 
Practitioners  Association.  With  input  from ILPA 
and  Bail  for  Immigration  Detainees,  a  4-page 
questionnaire was drawn up to be filled in by the 
trained observers.
    Over  the  following  six  months,  observers 
travelled to attend 116 hearings where detainees 
were  seeking  bail  in  order  to  get  their  freedom 
back. These were at four courts: Columbus House, 
Newport,  Wales;  Sheldon  Court  Birmingham; 
Taylor  House  London;  and  York  House,  Hatton 
Cross, Feltham. In July we received a grant from 
the Norda Trust to see the project through.
    From the 116 hearings only 34 detainees got 
bail; 22 applications were withdrawn mainly (16) 
on  the  advice  of  the  judge  but  in  at  least  two 
instances because of the judge’s reputation for not 
granting bail (barrister’s comments). 
    A third of applicants needed interpretation and 
this  was  particularly  difficult  over  video-link 
which  is  time  limited. Interpretation  was  not 
always  satisfactory  and  in  one  instance  no 
interpreter was provided. 
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    74 detainees who were applying for bail had a 
legal  representative:  28  of  these  were 
successful. Only  5  of  the  41  applicants  without 
legal representation were granted bail. 
    Nearly  half  the  observers  felt  that  the 
proceedings were irregular in some way. A third 
said explicitly that, in their view, the process had 
been  unfair. Some  observers  came  to  the 
conclusion that, given various faults in the system, 
a fair hearing was virtually impossible to obtain.

    
There is  a major  issue of consistency.  Guidance 
notes for immigration judges date back to 2003, 
and  policy  has  changed  since  then  (revised 
guidelines were due to be published in October). 
Some  judges  ensure  that  the  applicant  or legal 
representative  is  able  to  present  the  case  and 
challenge  the  bail  summary.  Others  accept  the 
Home  Office  case  without  question,  despite 
guidance  which  makes  the  immigration  judge 
responsible  for  providing  support  in  these 
unrepresented cases. Relations with Home Office 
Presenting  Officers  ranged  from  ‘difficult’  to 
‘collusive’. 
    At times the immigration judge fails to follow 
what  rules  do  exist. For  example,  in  regard  to 
health issues, this included the refusal of bail to at 
least two mentally ill people and a torture survivor 
(with  independent  Medical  Justice  report  )  – 
people who are listed by UKBA as among those 
who  should  not  normally  be  detained.  In  two 
cases where bail was refused the judge said better 
medical  treatment  would  be  available  within 
detention than the detainee might get outside. In 
one  case  the  detainee  suffered  from  ulcerative 
colitis  and  glaucoma  and  there  was  a  medical 
report saying that his condition was deteriorating 
in detention. 

    Different courts operate differently – video link 
is  used  much  more  frequently  in  Newport  and 
Birmingham.  The  chances  of  getting  bail  at 
Newport seem to be lower than in other courts and 
this is confirmed anecdotally by barristers. This is 
important for us since most Campsfield detainees 
are  ‘heard’ at  Newport.  The sureties are  usually 
required to stay outside the courtroom at Newport 
and Birmingham, while they are generally in the 
courtroom at Taylor House and York House. 
    Nine applicants  did  not  receive  the  bail 
summary (the document giving the Home Office 
‘case’ for  continued  detention)  in  advance.  One 
applicant  had  to  have  it  read  in  court  by  the 
interpreter. 
     Group 4/G4S failed to transport one applicant 
to  court,  and  one  hearing  could  not  proceed 
because the detainee had suddenly been moved to 
another detention centre (Dungavel in Scotland).
    Overall,  the  survey has  shown that  the  bail 
system  is  fundamentally  flawed  in  terms  of 
providing  anything  approaching  a  fair  hearing. 
And that is leaving aside the question of whether a 
state  should have the right to  imprison innocent 
migrants in the first place.
      For news of the date of the launch, email 
bmackeith@btinternet.com
The  report  will  be  available  on  the  website 
www.closecampsfield.org.uk

800-bed detention centre on hold

In June 2010 the Coalition Government called a 
halt  to  building  a  new  800-bed  Immigration 
Removal  Centre  near Bicester  describing this  as 
“unaffordable”.  However, the threat has not gone 
away and Home Office Officials persist in talking 
of the need to extend the ‘detention estate’.  
    CABIRC (the Coalition Against the Bullingdon 
Immigration Removal Centre) remains committed 
to  working  locally  and  nationally  through  the 
Detention Forum to argue the case for detention 
reform.  We maintain that the current policy needs 
to change as it is inhumane, too costly and does 
not  work.  Governments  suggest  that  detaining 
people  leads  to  increased  removals  but  Home 
Office statistics for the past  three years indicate 
that increasing the number of detention bed spaces 
has  not  had  this  result.  So  what  is  this  policy 
based on? www.cabirc.org.uk
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Detention Forum: a promising start

The Detention Forum is gaining ground. It started 
from a meeting called by Asylum Aid and London 
Detainee Support  Group and the Asylum Rights 
Campaign in July 2009. After the general election 
this  May,  26  organisations*  signed  a  letter  to 
immigration  minister Damian Green demanding a 
full  review  of  the  use  of  detention.      On  8 
November  we  held  the  biggest  parliamentary 
meeting  on  detention  so  far,  with  130  people 
including 10 parliamentarians present. At the end 
of  the  meeting  the  MPs  were  clearly  indicating 
they  wanted  to  be  kept  actively  informed  of 
issues,  and those MPs with detention centres  in 
their constituencies indicated they would connect 
with each other, across parties. 
    Not all these organisations are calling for the 
end of detention, like our campaign, but some of 
them  are;  and  they  all  see  detention  as 
dysfunctional  and  damaging.   The  campaigns  to 
cut  the  length  of  detention  (Detained  Lives, 
LDSG), to stop abuse in detention (Outsourcing 
Abuse,  Medical  Justice)  and   to  reform the  bail 
system (A fair judge on a nice day, BID) have all 
been  strengthened  by  the  growing  Detention 
Forum, as has the Outcry! campaign to end Child 
Detention.    
    To  find  out  more  read  the  website 
at http://detentionforum.wordpress.com
* Association  of  Visitors  to  Immigration 
Detainees, Asylum Aid Asylum Welcome,  Barbed 
Wire Britain Network to End Refugee and Migrant  
Detention,  Brighton  Voices  in  Exile,  Bromley  
Trust,  Campaign to Close Campsfield,  Coalition  
Against Bullingdon Immigration Removal Centre 
Dover Detainee Visitor Group, The Equal Rights  
Trust, Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group, Haslar 
Visitors  Group,  Lewes  Group  in  Support  of  
Refugees and Asylum Seekers, Churches Refugee 
Network,  London  Detainee  Support  Group,  
Manchester Immigration Detainee Support Team,  
Migrant  and  Refugee  Communities  Forum,  
Migrant Voice, Migrant Rights Network, National  
Coalition  of  Anti-Deportation  Campaigns,  
Religious  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers),  
RenéCassin,  Scottish  Detainee  Visitors,  Unity  
Centre Glasgow, United Reformed Church, Yarl’s  
Wood Befrienders, Yarl’s Wood Asylum Casework 
Support Group, Zimbabwe Association 

‘Foreign  prisoners’  make  good 
headlines but bad laws

David Cameron’s plan to send ‘foreign prisoners’ 
‘home’ to  finish   their  sentences  is  a  headline-
grabber  that  will  wreck  a  lot  of  lives.  
    He is gambling on the assumption that we don’t 
care about those lives, and won’t complain if they 
are  destroyed.
    The vast majority (over 90% in my experience) 
of people held as ‘foreign criminals’ in places like 
Campsfield are not criminals at  all in any sense 
you or I would normally understand.  They have 
fallen foul of new ‘immigration crimes’ created by 
the last government in its craven efforts to curry 
favour  with  the  powerful  right-wing  media: 
overstaying or infringing the terms of a visa,  or 
travelling  on  false  papers  (criminalized  by 
NewLabour in flagrant violation of Article 13 of 
the  UN  Convention  on  Human  Rights).
    Many  are  long-term  residents  who  entered 
Britain before the present hysteria took root and 
never thought to check their status. 
    For the minority who have committed (or at 
least  been  convicted  of)  a  crime  in  the  normal 
sense (theft, possession of drugs, getting involved 
in a brawl, driving offences etc.), ‘home’ is often 
Oxford,  or  
Birmingham, or London – where they very often 
have families who depend on them and are thrown 
onto benefit. It is pitiful to see the cars, containing 
poor  families,  waiting  outside  Campsfield  at  
visiting time, to see a father and breadwinner who 
has been snatched from their  midst  – invariably 
for one of the new ‘crimes’,  or  for some minor 
crime  for  which  a  white,  middle-class  person 
would  be  more  likely  to  be  fined  than  gaoled.
    David Cameron knows all this. He could speak 
up for decency and commonsense if he chose to. 
Yet  he  has  chosen  to  continue  New  Labour’s 
electoral strategy of ‘find a witch-hunt and join it’.

Drummers needed for demos!
Breach of the Peace is a local radical 
samba band: http://cardinalfang.net/samba
We want to play more often at Campsfield 
demos(it makes a big difference to the 
morale of people inside) but need more 
people up for joining in. No prior 
experience/ability needed; all welcome!
Interested? Email owen@riseup.net
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Food for thought: June report 
of Campsfield Independent 
Monitoring Board
… ‘4.6.3 The average of stay in the Centre is now 
63-65 days, this is an increase over 2008 and the 
Board repeats  its  opinion  that  the contracted  30 
hours a week [of teaching time] is insufficient. …
‘4.10 Paid Work
‘4.10.1  The  introduction  of  paid  work  in  the 
Centre  has  been  a  resounding success,  not  only 
does it afford the opportunity for detainees to earn 
a  small  amount  of  money,  but  perhaps  more 
importantly it does occupy detainee time.
‘4.10.2 The number of opportunities for paid work 
has  increased,  during  2009  and  nearly  57000 
hours were taken up; the trend for 2010 indicates 
that his figure will be exceeded (paragraph 6.12). 
The  number  of  detainees  in  paid  work  was 
between 25 and 35 per day out of a population of 
just over 200. …
‘4.13.1 Movement of detainees through the Centre 
fell  during  2009,  this  commensurate  with  the 
increased  average  length  of  stay of  detainees  in 
the  Centre  (paragraph  6.14).  The  number  of 
detainees given removal directions has remained
fairly  constant,  the  number  given  temporary 
admission rose significantly.
 ‘4.13.2 Although UKBA are constantly reviewing 
the reasons for failed removal, the percentage of 
failed  removals  from  Campsfield  House  has 
increased. …
‘4.17.1  There  were  13  incidents  of  self  harm 
during 2009 and 5 during the first six months of 
2010.  Most  were  in  protest  against  removal  or 
deportation from the UK.’ 
– published June 2010, covers January 2009-June 
2010 
http://www.imb.gov.uk/reports/Campsfield_House
_2009-2010_(2).pdf

Oxford  Trades  Council  2008  statement 
denouncing ‘Slave labour at Campsfield’:
http://barbedwirebritain.org/NewsArchive/NewsA
rchiveInd.php?archiveName=09July/SlaveLabour

‘Detainee  labour  =  more  profit  for  GEO, 
Group4S, Serco, GSL, Kalyx/Sodexho’, article in 
November  2010  Campsfield  Monitor,  available 
via Campaign email address.

NoBorders Camp in Brussels, 
September 2010
Report from a Campsfield campaign supporter

I arrived at the camp on Monday 27th September. 
(see  http://www.noborderbxl.eu.org/?lang=en). 
The  camp  was  a  week-long  gathering  of 
international activists who campaign for freedom 
of  movement  for  all  and  primarily  against  the 
ongoing  construction  of  Fortress  Europe.
   The  venue  was  an  amazing,  huge  derelict 
railway station  and surrounding grounds.  It  was 
also  the  home  of  the  Belgian  circus  school.
   All  through  the  week  there  were  several 
demonstrations  of  varying  sizes,  targeting 
different  organisations  that  direct  or  implement 
the ongoing criminalisation of asylum seekers and 
sans  papiers  [undocumented  migrants,  those 
without  the  ‘correct’  papers].    
   There  was  also  a  multi  stream  agenda  of 
workshops and presentations, on themes as varied 
as poster making, to reports on Frontex activities 
in  Eastern  Europe.  Live  entertainment  from 
puppet shows to music was laid on each evening.

 
There  was  one  workshop  on  Detention.  Two 
German Green Party MEPs gave a presentation on 
their  work. They were very keen to impress the 
importance of working with groups campaigning 
for  information  privacy,  as  the  more  the 
authorities  can  pool  data  and  share  information 
across domains, the more easily sans papiers can 
be  tracked  and  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  for 
them to  survive  without  papers  within  the  EU. 
Sadly the largest impression from the week came 
from the behaviour of the Brussels Police. 
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They arrested nearly 500 people over  the week, 
most  of  them  on  the  Wednesday  EcoFin 
demonstration, where a NoBorders group tried to 
participate  in  a  large  anti-austerity  measures 
march.  We  had  the  full  permission  of  the 
organisers  to  participate  in  the  demonstration. 
Approximately 150 people were arrested as they 
were leaving the camp and detained for the day. 
These were administrative, ‘preventative’ arrests. 
Only  a  tiny  percentage  of  those  arrested  were 
charged  with  any  offences.  Many  more  were 
arrested at  the demonstration,  which I  had been 
able to attend by travelling to it by a longer route. 
I  was  personally  very  shocked  by  the  level  of 
police violence. All the incidents I observed were
unprovoked, violent attacks by the police.  I saw 
people  clubbed  and  kicked  while  prone  on  the 
ground. I was able to help one individual who had 
been clubbed by a policeman and was covered in 
blood to get to a medic. Many who attempting to 
intervene  to  stop  these  attacks  received  similar 
treatment. Many of these attacks were carried out 
by undercover police. I was arrested shortly after 
witnessing a particularly violent arrest by a gang 
of plain clothes police. After they had handcuffed 
that  individual  and  handed  him  over  to  the 
uniformed  police  I  decided  to  watch  what  they 
were doing as they started to move off through the 
demonstration. They noticed that I was following 

them  and  decided  to  ‘mug’  me.  It’s  the
expression  that  I  think  best  describes  the 
experience. They only real difference is that I did 
get  my  property  back  in  the  end.  Many  others 
arrested  that  day  did  not.
    I was handcuffed and put in the back of a van 
for  about  an  hour  before  being  transferred  to 
another van with a dozen other activists. We were 
then brought  to  a  huge  police  station  where  we 
had all our possessions searched, our photos taken 
etc. We were kept until 11PM that night in large 
cells. Of the 22 people in my cell, none of them 
were  charged  with  any  offences.
    The following night there was an attack on a 
Brussels  Police  station,  presumably  be  people 
from the camp. Dozens of windows were smashed 
and  at  least  one  policeman  was  injured.
    Despite  all  this,  the  workshops  and  events 
continued. The week culminated in a large march 
which snaked its way through Northern Brussels 
before  halting  in  a  central  square.  
    It  was  in  sharp  contrast  with  Wednesday’s 
demonstration. Riot police kept away and only a 
light  regular  police  presence  resulted  in  a  good 
spirited, violence free day. A huge samba band and 
a troupe of clowns helped keep spirits high. (Most 
of the band and nearly all  the clowns had been 
arrested  before  reaching  the  demo  on 
Wednesday!)  Many  sans  papiers  joined  the 
demonstration and we received a warm welcome 
when  we  passed  a  large  open  refugee  centre.
    On the whole, it was a great week. I’m not sure 
what lessons can be learnt about how to deal with 
the police. I hope it won’t put too many people off 
attending  such  events  in  the  future,  but  will 
perhaps strengthen our resolve, as the violence we 
did suffer was only a taste of what sans papiers, 
asylum seekers and refugees have to face all the 
time at the hands of the authorities. 

Barbed Wire Britain
BWB  has  pressed  for  the  development  of  the 
Detention Forum and is represented on its steering 
committee. It has a website and maintains national 
and  international  contacts.  Barbed  Wire  Britain 
Network to End Refugee and Migrant Detention:
www.barbedwirebritain.org
France: 
Stop the deportation machine! 
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The  fight  for  freedom  of  movement  on  the 
French side – a brief account of the year
Report from a Campsfield campaign supporter
In  June  2008  the  biggest  detention  centre  in 
France  went  up  in  smoke.  Following  several 
months  of  hunger  strikes  in  the  centre  of 
Vincennes  the  death  of  a  sick  man  denied 
medicine tips the balance, and detainees set fire to 
their  mattresses.  The  arrest  of  ten  men  held 
responsible  sparks  a  series  of  solidarity  actions 
and illegal  marches  or  ‘balades’,  often  targeting 
businesses  and  banks  with  a  reputation  for 
denouncing  undocumented  workers  (such  as  the 
La Poste and the bank BNP).     In one action, just 
before the trial of the ‘Vincennes ten’ in January 
2010,  protesters  deactivated  ten  BNP  cash 
machines across Paris, leaving this message: ‘Out 
of  service.  This  bank hands over  undocumented 
workers  to  the  cops.  Sabotage  the  deportation 
machine. Freedom for all’. 

    
The actions of those who set fire to Vincennes had 
greater repercussions for the deportation machine, 
taking away 280 detention places and reducing the 
number  of  raids  in  Paris  for  months.  Detention 
centres were also brought into the public eye, and 
the  issue  of  undocumented  migrant  workers 
moved higher up on the agenda of certain trade 
unions,  especially  that  of  the  CGT,  the  General 
Confederation of Labour
    The  legalisation  of  undocumented  migrant 
workers  became  one  of  the  CGT’s  main 
campaigns while I was in Paris. However there are 
some  reasons  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  this 
campaign as a real movement for change, rather 
than simply a political stunt, or worse, a trap.

    In  June  2009  600  undocumented  workers, 
including  many families,  were  evicted  from the 
Labour  exchange  building.  They  had  been 
occupying a part  of  the building,  used for trade 
union  meetings,  for  fourteen  months,  hoping  to 
continue  the  fight  to  remain  in  France  from 
friendly territory.  The  eviction,  which  left  some 
hospitalised due to excess use of gas, was carried 
out, not by the police, but by the CGT’s very own 
security  forces.  This  despicable  act  was 
condemned by many activist groups.
    A year later the CGT again gave a public front 
to the struggles of undocumented workers. In June 
2010 the steps of the Opera house at Bastille were 
occupied by 200 undocumented immigrants in a 
stunt  orchestrated  by  the  CGT  which  gave 
frequent speeches of encouragement, saying they 
were  ‘negotiating’ with  the  government,  yet  the 
atmosphere  amongst  those  there  was  sceptical, 
whilst not entirely defeatist. They had understood 
the nature of trade union ‘negotiation’ and knew 
that it may not work in their favour. 

 
    What was heartening was not the presence of 
the  CGT,  but  the  number  of  people  from  all 
nationalities who had turned up to fight for their 
rights. From talking to them it became clear that 
they  were  willing  to  fight,  with  or  without  the 
trade unions.  On this  occasion though, the CGT 
would steal  their  voice,  and this  would stop the 
movement  from  going  any  further.  After  two 
weeks the trade union leaders told campers to ‘go 
home’,  assuring  them that  negotiations  with  the 
government had been successful,  and that it  was 
possible  that  in  a  few  weeks  they  would  all 
receive a letter granting them the leave to remain. 
The stunt was over, and no such letter came. 
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    At the same time as this large occupation, there 
was another significant occupation orchestrated by 
a group called ‘le 9ieme collectif de sans-papiers’, 
a  group  of  about  fifty,  some  with  documents, 
many without, who fight tirelessly for the right of 
undocumented workers (particularly those within 
the group) to remain in France. They hold weekly 
protests, and frequent occupations. In June thirty 
people occupied the building of the ‘International 
Organisation  of  Francophone  Countries’ (at  the 
same time as Sarkozy was entertaining leaders of 
these countries) in order to draw attention to the 
maltreatment of citizens of Francophone countries 
in France. 
    The occupation lasted 48 hours, and all those 
without  documents  were  arrested  on  eviction. 
Those not in custody campaigned solidly outside 
the  police  station  for  two  days  until  their 
comrades  were  released.  On  another  occasion, 
when  one  of  the  members  of  the  group  was 
detained  after  an  identity  check  on  his  way  to 
work,  in  a  matter  of  hours  group  members 
responded to text messages to come and inquire 
about  his  case  in  the  department  where  he  was 
held. Constant badgering of the authorities led to 
his quick release. 
    The fight against the deportation machine has 
its  place  in  a  wider  rebellion  against  capitalism 
that  is  growing  in  the  streets  of  Paris  and 
elsewhere.  During  my  year  there  I  sensed  a 
growing strength and boldness in activist  circles 
following the student movement the year before. 
What is heartening about movements in support of 
migrants in France is that they are often initiated 
by  undocumented  workers  themselves.  This  is 
only  possible  because  of  their  faith  in  a  wider 
network of support for their cause. 
    The  fight  for  freedom of  movement  is  not 
quietly spoken. It is loud and ongoing, and every 
month  the  deportation  machine  is  weakened  by 
solidarity actions, strikes, occupations...
Visit a detainee! Contact the campaign or 
Asylum Welcome, 01865  722082,  276a 
Cowley Road, Oxford 

http://www.asylum-welcome.supanet.com/

Bail for Immigration Detainees 
BID prepares bail hearings; makes written applications 
for  Temporary  Admission;  helps  detainees  run  their 
own bail hearing; campaigns. BID, Methodist Church 

Centre,  Jeune Street,  Oxford,  OX4 1BN.  Tel.  01865 
200 357. Fax 01865 793 009. Mobile 07824 877 508 
ionel@biduk.org     www.biduk.org  

Medical Justice
Trains  local  doctors  to  give  independent  medical 
advice to detainees. Arranges for medico legal reports 
where  necessary  and  also  campaigns  for  improved 
health care. Meetings every three months and everyone 
is welcome. To join the mailing list or find out more 
contact:  mjoxford@yahoo.co.uk All  referrals  for 
medical reports should to: med@medicaljustice.org.uk 

NoBorders 
Network of groups resisting migration controls and the 
persecution,  detention and exploitation  of   migrants. 
Practical solidarity and direct action; working towards 
a world with no borders. noborders.org.uk   
Oxford: http://noborders.theoarc.org.uk/

Medical Foundation
Cares  for  survivors  of  torture.  The  Oxford  local 
supporters  group  can  be  contacted  via  Halcyon 
Leonard on  halcyon.leonard@ntlworld.com or  01865 
452783. (www.torturecare.org.uk) 

Refugee Resource
Offers  counselling  and  therapeutic  activities, 
employment advice, mentoring and coaching.
Old  Music  Hall,  106-8  Cowley  Road,  Oxford  OX4 
1JE, Monday to Friday 9-5.  Tel. 01865 403 280 / 0845 
458 0055. www.refugeeresource.org/

Campaign  to  Close 
Campsfield
info@closecampsfield.org.uk
01865 558145 / 726804 / 01993 703 994
Demonstrate: last  Saturday  of  the  month  at 
noon.
Meetings: first Tuesday, 7.30, Oxford Town H
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UK BA Christmas card and a Campaign response, December 2009
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